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REASONS agarnft Erefling a Court of * 
Conſcience within the City and Liberty 
of Weſtminſter, A 


HIS Bill ſpeciouſly names Artificers and Labourers, but goes oi 
to ſubjet all Perſons of what Degree or Quality ſoever, to a Com- 
mitment without Bail or Mainpriſe, upon his Servants, Shooemakers, 
or other Tradeſman, or even any Hackney-Coachman, Chair- 
man, or Porter's own Oath, if he do not immediately pay what- 

ever he ſwears to, or if he do not appear upon their ſummoning of him. And 
as the Nobility and Gentry are more numerous in his City of Weſtminſter, than 
in any other Place in the Kingdom, it muſt needs be thought the moſt unfit and 
dangerous Place for ſuch a Court of Conſcience. | 


It is obſervable, 'That this intended Court of Conſcience, pretending to give 
Eaſe to the Subject, doth indeed take away the Difficulty of finding Bail, but 
the Remedy is worſe than the Grievance, tor it makes the mean Procels like an 
Execution, a Commitment without Bail or Mainpriſe, which is a Severity not 
known at the Common-Law, in any Caſe before Judgment; except in Capital 
Offences, and yet a Court of Conſcience muſt be Uſeleſs without it. 


In the Connty Conrts, and Conrts Baron, there 1s no Proceſs which touches 
the Body ; the Firſt Proceſs is a Summons, and afterwards only Diſtreſs by his 
Goods. There is an Ancient Court of this Nature, within the Liberty of Weſt- 
minFfter, where Remedy for Debts,gunder 40s. in this way of Proceeding is 


afforded without Arreſts, which is Humbly Conceived to be an Eafier way of 
Proceeding for the Subje& in ſuch ſmall Cauſes, than the Truſting to ſuch an 
Arbitrary Power , as muſt be repoſed in the intended Commiſſioners of this 
Court of Conſcience ; beſides the unforeſeen Hardſhips, that muſt and do 
conſtantly attend ſuch Innovated Judicatures, which Intringe upon the Com- 
mon-Laws of this Kingdom, ſo long, and ſo happily enjoyed by the People. 


' Tf a Court of Conſcience be of that great Uſe and Benefit, as is pretended, 
why ſhould it nor be generally eſtabliſh'd in every County, City, and Corpo- 
ration in Ezzland? This poſſibly is not Attempted, becauſe it would have made 
all People look farther into it, when it was like to be brought ſo near Home, 
and have deſtroyed the Particular Intereſts of the Managers of this Bill. 


"Tis Evident in Trials by Juries, (Notwithſtanding the great Care of the 
Judges, and the ſtrict Examinations by the Counſel, who do very often deteQ 
Perjuries, tho* very cloſely concealed) that Perjunies are too frequently com- 
mitted, and that ſuch Perjuries,, when diſcovered, appear to be by the Suborna- 
tion 'of the Party ; much greater Hazard muſt necetlarily follow by admirting 
ſuch Parties to put thoſe Perjuries in Pra&ice themſelves, which at this time 
they meet with ſo much Difficulty ta do, by the preſent Conſtitutions of Trials 
at Law , where by the Ancient Wiſdom of our Laws for the Preſumption of 
a Man's being Byaſſed by his own Intereſt , *tis a known and conſtant Reaſon 
to reject any Man's Evidence, if the Matter he is to Prove doth appear to tend 
to: his own Advantage. | 
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